Lesson Seed: The Chesapeake Bay 


	High School Core Learning Goal 6: Environmental Science: 

	Expectation 6.3 The student will analyze the relationships between humans and the earth’s resources

	Indicator 6.3.2 The student will evaluate the interrelationship between humans and water quality and quantity.

	Objective: Analyze facts about Chesapeake Bay in order to determine its significance as a ecosystem in its region and its impact on human health.

	

	Materials and/or Set Up 

Computers with Internet access for each student or group of students.

 “Facts about the Chesapeake Bay” Excel Activity

	Relevant Vocabulary

Chesapeake Bay, Ecosystem, Estuaries 

	Introduction/Motivation 

Have students learn about the Chesapeake Bay by browsing through the website: http://www.chesapeakebay.net/about.htm.  Students will complete the “Facts about the Chesapeake Bay” Excel Activity by using the information from the webpage under the “Did You Know?” section.

	Activities 

Students will apply the information from the Excel Activity to create a brochure that discusses the Chesapeake Bay’s significance as a ecosystem in its region.  Have the students use five facts learned from the Excel Activity, five additional facts gathered by the students on the website, and five suggestions to help preserve the Bay’s ecosystem. Students should also include a section with at least two facts on the effects of the condition of the Bay on human health (see pollutants section among others).  Have students incorporate color and pictures in their brochure.

	Conclusion/Wrap Up

As a class, make a list of suggestions to preserve the Bay that the students included in their brochure. Make another list of the ways the Bay can affect human health. Have students write two paragraphs in response to the following questions: To what extent is the Chesapeake Bay ecosystem significant to our region? How do people affect the Bay? How are people affected by the Bay?  Encourage students to incorporate information from their brochure.

	Follow Up/Extension:
Explore Bayville an online field trip to the Chesapeake Bay.
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