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Course Overview: This course provides an overview of differentiated instruction with a focus on when and how to implement differentiated strategies to enhance learning.  Participants identify, analyze, implement, evaluate, and reflect upon various differentiated instructional strategies. Participants will learn to identify differentiated instructional strategies by analyzing current theoretical research and authentic classroom examples. 

Rationale/Context: The most supportive environment for this course should include Maryland K-12 educators, heterogeneous classes, urban/rural/suburban schools with minimal available technology; computer with internet accessibility. In order to provide the best instruction to our students, we need to enhance our instructional delivery practices by differentiating our instruction to meet the needs of all learners. 

Outcomes:

Through participation in this course learners will:

1. Reflect upon the rationale and implementation of differentiating instruction to meet the needs of their students in order to increase students’ academic progress.

2. Implement differentiated instructional practices such as; cooperative learning, compacting, learning contracts, tiered activities in order to apply theory to practice.

3. Reflect and evaluate implemented differentiated practices within their instructional environments.

4. Design and create a strategy bank to enhance differentiated instruction in one content area to implement during the guided practice phase of instruction.

5. Work cooperatively with colleagues to determine effective ways to enhance classroom collaboration, instructional strategy modification, and ongoing classroom assessment.

Evaluation:


· Participation ~ Possible 10 points

Will Include:

· Professional Readings

· Professional readings should be read prior to discussions and learners would be able to discuss their relevance to course content.  Facilitator will evaluate teams and individuals based upon relevant and reflective participation in discussion/chat groups.

· Matrix Development: Teams of learners will complete a matrix distinguishing advantages and disadvantages of differentiated instructional practices within their classroom and specific discipline.

*See Instructional Strategy Matrix

· Gallery Walk/Peer Review: Learners will participate in a gallery walk as all learning experience banks are presented.  Learners will provide constructive criticism to peers.

· Discussion Forums ~ Possible 30 points

Learners will participate in two whole group discussion forums (10 points each) and at least two team chats (5 points each).

· Learning Experiences Bank  ~ Possible 60 points

Learners will create a strategy bank of research-based instructional practices to differentiate instruction for all learners in their classroom.  Learners need to state strategy, determine strategy rationale, and describe how to implement strategy.

Instructional Resources:


Tomlinson, C.A. (1999) The Differentiated Classroom: Responding to the Needs of All Learners. Alexandria, VA: ASCD

http://www.weac.org/kids/1998-99/march99/differ.htm
Teaching in mixed-ability classrooms
This site provides an account of how teachers effectively implement differentiated instructional practices to meet the high demands within a classroom.

http://www.ascd.org/pdi/demo/diffinstr/differentiated1.html
What Is Differentiated Instruction?

You will have the opportunity to build your background knowledge of differentiated instruction with this overview.

http://www.cast.org/ncac/DifferentiatedInstruction2876.cfm
Differentiated Instruction

This site provides an excellent visual of the learning cycle we must consider when planning to implement differentiated instructional practices as well as steps to follow as we learn best practices.

http://www.frsd.k12.nj.us/rfmslibrarylab/di/differentiated_instruction.htm
How do I effectively and efficiently reach all students in a heterogeneous environment?

You will have access to many links of differentiated instruction strategies and lesson examples!

http://www.cedu.niu.edu/tedu/portfolio/diffclass.htm
Differentiated Instruction

This site provides examples of differentiated instructional strategies which are research-based.

http://k12.albemarle.org/Technology/DI/
Technology and Differentiated Instruction Web Resources

Learn how to use technology to improve your differentiated instruction strategies.

http://tst1160-35.k12.fsu.edu/mainpage.html
Differentiated Instruction

This site provides a wealth of information from the theory of differentiated instruction to sample lesson plans from a variety of content areas and across many grade levels.

 

Collaborating to Differentiate Instruction -- Johns Hopkins University Center for Technology in Education ©2009


[image: image3.jpg]