PBS TeacherLine Course Syllabus

Title

Using Assessment and Evaluation

Target Audience

This course is intended for pre-service and in-service teachers of grades K-12.

Course Description

This course explores different types of assessment and evaluation, both of the learner's instruction and of student learning. Learners will understand that when assessment and evaluation tools -- including rubrics, journals, formal and informal assessments, and portfolios -- are integrated into the curriculum and implemented properly, they can greatly enhance both teaching and learning. An understanding of the tools is made manifest in the final task, where learners create a rubric based on an existing student assignment.

Instructor/Facilitator

See facilitator sheet

Credits

To be decided by college or university

Objectives

Learners will:

• Understand the roles of different types of assessment tools.

• Understand how an approach based on assessment and evaluation can lead to improved

instructional practice.

• Learn to integrate assessment and evaluation into curriculum planning.

• Learn to design effective rubrics.

Outline of Content and Assignments

This course is structured around four main sections.

The Overview section outlines the types of assessment and evaluation, and how they can be

incorporated into the learner's classroom. The Examples section highlights different types of assessment and evaluation through video examples, real school experiences, and lesson plans. The Strategies section examines tips and tools to develop assessments and evaluations that target both general and specific types of skills. The course concludes with the Assignment/Rubric section, where users apply their learning to the creation of their own rubrics. Throughout each section, learners are prompted to share their thoughts and experiences on the discussion board.

Overview

Learners will:

Read about the following questions
• What are assessment and evaluation?

• What impact do the various kinds of assessment and evaluation have on teachers, students,

and administrators?

• What are the types of assessment?

• Why should you build assessment and evaluation into the classroom and how will it affect

you, students, and administrators?

View Video clips featuring teachers discussing methods of assessment and evaluation.

Record in their online journal

Learners are prompted to record their thoughts about video clips and readings in their online

journal.

Participate in the online discussion

Learners use the discussion board to respond to questions throughout this section. They are

asked to read other learners' posts and to reply to at least one post per question.

Examples

Learners will:

Read about the following questions

• What do assessment and evaluation look like in the classroom?

• What do assessment and evaluation look like in schools?

• What do assessment- and evaluation-focused lesson plans look like?

View

Video clips featuring different types of assessment and evaluation.

Record in their online journal

Learners are prompted to record their thoughts about video clips and readings in their online

journal.

Participate in the online discussion

Learners use the discussion board to respond to questions throughout this section. They are

asked to read other learners' posts and to reply to at least one post per question.

Strategies

Learners will:

Read about tips and strategies to get started on designing their own lessons that integrate

assessment and evaluation

• Shift the focus

• Align assessment and instruction methods

• Use Bloom's Taxonomy

• Design a rubric

• Use portfolios

View

Video clips featuring teachers discussing methods of assessment and evaluation.

Record in their online journal
Learners are prompted to record their thoughts about video clips and readings in their online

journal.

Participate in the online discussion

Learners use the discussion board to respond to questions throughout this section. They are

asked to read other learners' posts and to reply to at least one post per question.

Assessment/Rubric

Learners will:

Complete the following assignment and use the Digital Drop Box or e-mail to submit their work to the facilitator.

Create a rubric based on work you have assigned your students.

• Follow the procedure for developing a rubric outlined in the Strategies section. Consider the

criteria described in the assessment rubric, which your facilitator will use to grade your work;

this will help you with the terms, goals, criteria, and indicators that you will include in your

work.

• Use your notebook to record notes on each step in the process of developing the rubric. You

will use these notes in the next part of the assignment.

• Once you have completed the rubric, submit it to your facilitator.

Using the notes you took on the process of designing a rubric, write a brief reflective summary of your work.

• Include a description of how you would use the rubric in the classroom. Post this summary on

the discussion board.

• Look over the posts of your colleagues. Respond to a post from at least one colleague,

providing feedback and constructive criticism on his or her work.

Schedule

This course is scheduled to take approximately 15-20 hours to complete readings, activities, video, assignments, reflections and a final project.

Requirements

Learners are expected to:

• Complete all assignments

• Maintain an online journal

• Participate regularly in discussion boards

• Submit the final assignment in a timely fashion (determined by the facilitator)

Evaluation

Pass/fail upon satisfactory completion of assignments and discussion board participation

Materials (hardware, software, plug-ins)

Technical Requirements

• Word processor

• Internet service provider
• E-mail

Academic Dishonesty Policy

To be inserted by university institution only

